
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
LRP’s National Institute Announces 12 Featured Speakers for 2026 Event  

Acclaimed experts will take the lead in helping attendees navigate the ever-changing landscape of 
special education law. 

 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – March 10, 2026 – LRP’s National Institute on Legal Issues of Educating 
Individuals with Disabilities®, the leading source for best practices, compliance strategies, and case 
updates impacting special education programs, announced today 12 highlighted speakers for the event 
taking place April 26 - 29, 2026, at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, La. 
 
LRP’s National Institute will bring together more than 35 speakers to deliver top-notch special education 
compliance and implementation strategies while sharing their expert insight and guidance in more than 
40 sessions, including these featured speakers covering topics across six distinct tracks: 
 
Administration Track:  

• Leslie Fisher, Director, Fisher Technologies, Inc.  
• Tiffany Winters Kesslar, Partner, Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC 

 
Behavior Track:  

• Marcy Gutierrez, Attorney, Heyer Gutierrez, LLP 
• Brandon K. Wright, Attorney, Franczek 

 
Ethics Track:  

• Arlene Gonzalez, Attorney, Thompson & Horton, LLP 
• Andrew Tatgenhorst, Partner, Thompson & Horton, LLP 

 
IDEA Track:  

• Stacey Heiligenthaler, Chief Officer of Special Education and Student Supports, Greenwich 
(Conn.) Public Schools 

• Dave Richards, Managing Partner, Richards Lindsay & Martín, LLP  
 
Section 504 Track:  

• Jeremy Neff, Shareholding Attorney, Ennis Britton Co., L.P.A. 
• Courtney Stillman, Attorney, Himes Petrarca & Fester, Chtd. 

 
Special Ed ConnectionSM Users Group Track:  

• Ryan Benetz, Special Ed Connection Trainer, LRP Media Group 
• Kelly Whiting, Customer Relationship Manager, LRP Media Group 

 
“The Institute speakers, who hail from across the country, share high-value content through their deep 
expertise in special education. They truly understand the National Institute audience and attendees' on-
the-job challenges,” said Julie J. Kline, Esq., Vice President, LRP Media Group and Conference Chair. “Not 



only does every speaker provides material that can be referred to again and again, they make time for 
questions.”  
 
The Institute will also include six half-day and one full-day Pre-Conference Symposiums as well as three 
captivating General Sessions from acclaimed author, actor and speaker Mickey Rowe; attorney Jan 
Tomsky, with Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP; and attorney Julia Martin, with The Bruman Group, PLLC. 
 
Registration is now open for LRP’s National Institute on Legal Issues of Educating Individuals with 
Disabilities. Professionals who register by April 25, 2026, can take advantage of $50.00 Early Bird 
Savings off the standard rate. For more information and to register, visit www.lrpinstitute.com or call 
toll-free 1-800-341-7874. 
 

### 
 
About LRP’s National Institute on Legal Issues of Educating Individuals with Disabilities® 
LRP’s National Institute on Legal Issues of Educating Individuals with Disabilities has been delivering the 
highest-quality professional development possible to special educators for over 45 years. With a robust 
program focusing on legal compliance and best practices, the National Institute provides the tools and 
resources needed for educators to make an impact in the lives of students, special education programs, 
and their communities.   
 
About LRP Media Group 
LRP Media Group, founded in 1977 by Kenneth Kahn, is an innovative media giant serving federal and 
education professionals worldwide. Specializing in education administration, education law, and federal 
employment, LRP publishes thousands of books, eNewsletters, webinar trainings, and eLearning 
courses. LRP also offers cyberFEDS®, the authoritative, objective online resource that tens of thousands 
of federal professionals rely on, and Special Ed ConnectionSM, the go-to online resource for guidance on 
special education challenges. Additionally, LRP has delivered top-quality compliance training and 
professional development for over 45 years through its long-running conferences, National Institute on 
Legal Issues of Educating Individuals with Disabilities® and FDR TrainingSM. LRP currently employs more 
than 100 professionals across the U.S. Headquartered in Palm Beach County since 1996, the company 
has more than $40 million in annual revenue. For a complete list of LRP resources, eCourses, and 
conferences, please visit www.lrp.com. 
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